Halt the killing

“As the carnage in Gaza reaches new levels of horror every day, the world continues to watch in shock as hospitals
come under fire, premature babies die, and an entire population is deprived of the basic means of survival,” Mr.
Griffiths said. “This cannot be allowed to continue.”

In a call to the warring parties and all those able to exert influence on them to heed the initiative, Mr. Griffiths
* underscored the need to ensure a safe and “continuous flow of aid convoys” into Gaza.

Additional crossing points should be opened into the enclave, over and above Rafah from Egypt, according to the
10-point plan, including Kerem Shalom, and private sector suppliers should be included in this plan too.

Access to fuel, a key requirement for all aid to flow, should also be made possible “in sufficient quantities” to deliver
basic services, and the UN and partners should be allowed to expand the number of shelters available to all those
forced from their homes in northern Gaza by the Israeli military’s evacuation order.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/11/1143602
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People fleeing persecution and conflict have been granted asylum in foreign lands for thousands of years. The UN agency
that helps refugees is UNHCR (also known as the UN Refugee Agency), which emerged in the wake of World War II to
help Europeans displaced by that conflict. UNHCR was established on December 14, 1950 by the UN General Assembly
with a three-year mandate to complete its work and then disband. The following year, on July 28, the legal foundation of
helping refugees and the basic statute guiding UNHCR's work, the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees, was adopted. So instead of ending its work after three years, UNHCR has been working ever since to help
refugees.

In the 1960s, the decolonization of Africa produced the first of that continent's numerous refugee crises needing UNHCR
intervention. Over the following two decades, UNHCR had to help with displacement crises in Asia and Latin America. By
the end of the century there were fresh refugee problems in Africa and, turning full circle, new waves of refugees in Europe
from the series of wars in the Balkans. In a world where over 82 million people are forcibly displaced as a result of conflict
or persecution, the work of UNHCR is more important than ever.

un.org/en/global-issues/refugees
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The world population has changed in dramatic ways over the last few centuries. Let’s take a look at long-run data on
population to understand this change, and how quickly the world population is growing today.

The number of people living on our planet has increased over the last 12,000 years. A spectacular change: the world
population today is around 2,000 times the size of what it was 12,000 years ago when the world population was
around 4 million — less than half of the current population of London.

What is striking about this change is of course that almost all of this growth happened just very recently. Historical
demographers estimate that around the year 1800 the world population was only around 1 billion people. This implies
that on average the population grew very slowly over this long time from 10,000 before common era to 1700. After
1800 this changed fundamentally: the world population was around 1 billion in the year 1800 and is now, at around
8 billion, 8 times larger. Around 108 billion people have ever lived on our planet. This means that today’s population
size makes up 6.5% of the total number of people ever born. Can you predict what will be the world population at
the eve of the next century?

Adapted from hitps://ourworldindata.org/population-growth-over-time
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Climate change is one of humanity’s most critical challenges. The warming of the planet threatens food security,
freshwater supply, and human health. The effects of climate change, including sea level rise, droughts, floods, and
extreme weather, will be more severe if actions are not taken to dramatically reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
into the atmosphere. While the link between human action and the planet’s recent warming remains an almost
unanimous scientific consensus, the links between population growth and climate change deserve further exploration.
With 2 billion people to be added to our human race by 2050 and an additional 1 billion more by 2100, demographic
trends and variables play an important role in understanding and confronting the world’s climate crisis. Population
growth, along with increasing consumption, tends to increase emissions of climate-changing greenhouse gases. Rapid
population growth worsens the impacts of climate change by drying resources and exposing more people to climate-
related risks—especially in low-resource regions.

Including population dynamics in climate change-related education and campaigning for that can help clarify why
access to reproductive health care, family planning options, girls’ education, and gender equity should be included
in climate interventions. Increased investment in health and education, along with improvements in infrastructure
and land use, would strengthen climate resilience and build adaptive capacity for people around the world.

Adapted from Attps://populationconnection.org/resources/population-
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Two of the major concerns facing the world today are overpopulation and climate change. While at first glance these
two issues may appear unrelated, the truth is that they are inextricably linked. Overpopulation is directly contributing
to climate change, and that, in turn, is causing devastating effects, especially in communities with less wealth.
Recognizing the relationship of overpopulation to climate change is key to solving both issues. Overpopulation is
filling our dumps with plastic, overpopulation is causing deforestation across the world. It is also causing massive
pollution by dependence on fossil fuels. Overpopulation means more factory farms; more consumption and the earth
cannot handle much more. In my humble opinion, one can’t address climate change without addressing sustainable

populations.

Adapted from Attps://www.populationmedia. org/the-latest/

WFH - 6

In poor communities, population growth stimulates migration from rural areas to cities, as young people move to
where they will have a better opportunity to find employment. However, due to economic instability, the jobs are
simply not there. Small, weak economies cannot meet the rising demands on them, and urbanization leads to
thousands of people living in poverty in relatively close quarters. Inadequate sanitation results in diseases that spread
quickly, causing illness and death.

Cities are also vulnerable to natural disasters, especially in cities without adequate infrastructure. With the increase
in severe weather events brought on by the changing climate, the chances of major disasters occurring in cities rise
exponentially. Many coastal cities are especially at risk due to rising sea levels. Flooding brings more disease and
causes tremendous damage to infrastructure.

The nations from the global south that are most at risk from climate change are also the ones least equipped to
attenuate its worst effects. Lack of financial resources prevents actions that would reduce the damage done by climate
change.

Adapted from Atps://www.populationmedia.org/the-latest/
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Contemporary Africa is a dynamic and multifaceted landscape, characterized by innovation, resilience, and
determination. From the tech hubs of Lagos to the vibrant entrepreneurial spirit of Nairobi, from the groundbreaking
healthcare advancements in Rwanda to the growing role in global affairs, Africa is embracing the promise of the future.
Challenges certainly persist, from persistent inequalities to the need for further investment in education and
infrastructure. However, the progress made in technology, entrepreneurship, women’s empowerment, healthcare, and
global affairs is a testament to Africa’s potential and determination to shape its own destiny. As the continent continues
to evolve and confront the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century, Africa’s story is one of hope,
transformation, and the collective aspiration for a better tomorrow. By supporting and celebrating the progress and
potential of contemporary Africa, we can contribute to the continent’s journey towards a brighter future for all its
people.

Adapted from hitps.//medium.com/@prospernsoh01/contemporary-africa Page 27
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Success stories of women entrepreneurs

Regarded for many years as a poor performer in terms of gender parity and the promotion of women’s employment, the
Aftican continent is now benefiting from the initiative and leadership of the women who account for more than half of
its population. The goal of creating a profit-making activity to help support their family unit has transformed many
- African women into budding entrepreneurs.

There are now many more female entrepreneurial initiatives on this continent than elsewhere in the world, and women
can be found running agricultural and craft-related organizations or doing business as market traders. It is clear that
African women can no longer be relegated to the status of vendors of products on the stalls of these markets.

One of the continent’s leading female success stories is Magatte Wade, in West Africa. This born businesswoman has
excelled in the promotion of natural African products in the food and cosmetics industry, mainly on the American
market. At just 45 years old, Magatte Wade runs two companies and is one of those young African women who are
contributing to the continent’s development.

https:/fideasddevelopment. org/en/women-entrepreneur-africa/

9

DI
African youth and Entrepreneurship

Considering the depressed state of the formal job market in Africa, it’s a good thing that more and more youth in
Sub-Saharan Africa are looking to entrepreneurship to secure their future.

However, there is wide agreement that lack of access to finance and markets, low levels of education, poor business
skills and an absence of suitable mentors are among the biggest hurdles that entreprencurs generally face.

Similarly, societal and parental attitudes may take a dim view of youth entrepreneurship. The parents’ thinking is
that rather than take the risky entrepreneurial route, children should play it safe by studying hard and finding a good
job for a boss.

For students, entrepreneurship, not only means running own businesses, but also running businesses that are catalysts
for social and economic change.

Today social entrepreneurship is a growing trend worldwide and more stories are emerging about how young African
social entrepreneurs are setting out to change the world, make a profit and, in the process, inspire other young people
to take the future into their own hands.
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Africa: Embracing Change and Shaping the Future

Africa is a continent in motion, undergoing rapid transformations and embracing new opportunities in the 21st
century. From technological advancements and entrepreneurship to women’s empowerment and healthcare
innovations, Africa is at the forefront of change.

Africa’s tech revolution is redefining the continent’s narrative. As technology becomes increasingly accessible,
innovative solutions are being developed to address various challenges and drive economic growth.

Mobile technology has been a game-changer in Africa, with the continent being a global leader in mobile money
services. Platforms like M-Pesa in Kenya have enabled financial inclusion, allowing millions to access banking
services through their mobile phones.

The rise of tech hubs and start-up ecosystems across Africa has also fostered an environment conducive to innovation.
Cities like Lagos, Nairobi, and Cape Town have become hotspots for tech entrepreneurs, attracting both local talent
and international investors.

Adapted from htips://medium.com/@prospernsoh01 /contemporary-africa
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA

Human rights are a complex yet fundamental aspect of all human society. At their very basic formulation, they
represent each individual’s claim to dignity of person and fair treatment. In this paper I propose to explore the
observance of human rights in contemporary Africa and the dilemmas associated with these rights. Although
" traditional African societies enjoyed many of the human rights that are today enshrined in the United Nations
Covenants, post-independent African states—which are larger in size and wider in scope than the pre-colonial village
and empire-face new challenges with regard to these rights. Mostnotable among these are the concentration of power
without adequate countervailing safeguards; the fissiparous tendencies of the many different ethnic and cultural
groups that make up their populations; the personalization of power and its extension into domains created by the
modern state and a money economy; underdevelopment, with its limited opportunities, creating a class of migrants
and refugees, and a growing population pressing the state for services it is ill-equipped to provide; and the search for
viable political and economic institutions.

Daedalus, vol. 112, N°.4, Human Rights( fall, 1983), PP. 171-196 by Warren Weinstein.
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Transforming Africa Through Higher Education

DOHA, QATAR — When Patrick Awuah left his native Ghana in 1985 to study abroad, he had little notion of the
opportunities that would await him back home 13 years later.

More than a decade of peace, democracy and prosperity made it possible for a Western-educated professional like
Mr. Awuah to leave a successful career in the United States and return home with the single objective of improving
African society through education.

In 2002, Mr. Awuah founded Ashesi University College, a private, liberal arts college in Labone, a suburb of Accra,
Ghana's capital, with a small class of 30 and big dreams of transforming the continent.

" Africa has reached an inflection point with the march of democracy across the continent," said Mr. Awuah, speaking
at the World Innovation Summit for Education in Doha in November, before an audience of education professionals
gathered in the Qatari capital to address issues in global education. "We can bring change in one generation. How we
train our leaders will make all the difference."

The New York Times, Jan.16, 2021. By NAZANIN Lankarani.
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The value of intercultural differences

One of the most visible and often draining issues we run into every day is the mindset gap between introverts and
extroverts. The bigger the distance is, the more likely it is that people will trigger each other. In general, people turn
their differences into synergy instead of conflict. Researches have shown that 79% of strength is lost in a team due
to a lack of understanding between team-mates, although their differences can be the best competitive edge. There
are some techniques and strategies they can immediately apply to better navigate in a world that is mostly catered for
extroverts:

-Get to know yourself first to understand your own saboteurs, triggers and underlying values and needs.

-Gradually get out of your comfort zone step by step; there is no need to rush into uncomfortable situations or feel
that you are not good enough. You are awesome already. Let others see it, too!

-Do not forget, introverts can be very confident and extroverts can be very shy, too. These are preferences, not skills.
Intercultural differences are interpersonal differences, not international ones. Once we realize that we are all a
combination of the same few personality types, but we were conditioned differently, it is much easier to build a
common ground instead of widening the gap by pointing out statistically average group differences that most of the
time do not even apply on an individual level.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/cultural-differences-are-personal-differences/
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Values and Value Differences

In recent years, many Western countries have accepted tens or even hundreds of thousands of immigrants into their
country. This has sparked widespread discussions of how well immigrants are able to acculturate. For example, a
recent Canadian survey found that three quarters of Ontarians feel that immigrants have fundamentally different
values than themselves. This feeling is in contrast to large international surveys of human values in which it was
found that people from more than 55 nations are consistent in valuing some values more and others less. How then
is it the case that-people from different countries appear to be so different?
In the last three decades, researchers have asked people to rate diverse values in terms of their importance as guiding
principles in their lives. Analyses of these ratings have taught us that the structure of human values is very similar
across more than 80 countries. That is, the same values have been grouped together in most countries, resulting in
the view that values within a cluster are motivationally compatible. In addition, there is similarity in value hierarchies.
Benevolence, universalism, and self-direction values are regarded as the most important across more than 50
countries, whereas tradition and power are valued least. Country of origin explains on average only 2-12% of inter-
individual variance. Thus, there is high consensus on value priorities across countries.
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsy.2018.00849/full
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FCR - Legal status of polygamy

Polygamy has declined in the last decade but remains common in West Africa. For example, 33% of women in
Nigeria reported that their husbands have more than one wife (Demographic and Health Survey, 2013). This very old
practice is essentially recognized under customary law and/or religious practices. In most West African countries,
polygamy is also recognized and regulated by the civil law that allows a man to marry up to four women under certain
conditions, including the financial capacity to support multiple wives and families. In practice, a polygamous union
is in most cases limited to two women per couple. Six West African countries have civil codes that formally prohibit
polygamy (Benin, Cabo Verde, Céte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea and Nigeria) but legal restrictions are rarely enforced.
Other countries such as Burkina Faso or Togo recognize polygamous unions under modern civil law, but allow
couples or men to choose between a monogamous or polygamous union (Chad, Mali and Senegal). In some countries
such as Mauritania, a man is only allowed to marry a new woman with the consent of his existing spouse/s
https://www.oecd.0rg/swac/maps/’?7—polvgamv—remains%20c0mmon—West—Africa.pdf
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Cultural defense cases

One of the most salient examples where cultural relativism is used in gender violence discussions in multicultural
societies is cultural defense cases. “Cultural defense” is based on the idea that “persons socialized in 2 minority or
foreign culture, who regularly conduct themselves in accordance with their own cultural norms, should not be held
fully accountable for conduct that violates official law, if that conduct conforms to the prescriptions of their own
culture” (Magnarella, 1991 cited in Philips, 2010, p.84). Some state that if there is a cultural defense, there should be
also a cultural offense, which is an act -by a member of minority culture- that conforms to minority culture, however,
constitutes an offense according to majority culture.

The use of cultural defense is problematic on four grounds. Firstly, it weakens legal universalism. It gives primacy
to the cultural membership rather than other types of memberships. Secondly, it might lead to opportunistic defenses.
Cultural practices are contested and it is not always clear whether the subject of cultural defense is a normal practice
in that culture. Some people, who do not follow some harmful cultural practices, may rediscover them when they
think that they will benefit from these practices in the courts. Thirdly, cultural defenses might contribute to patriarchy
by acknowledging cultural practices as “a legitimate element in criminal defense”.

https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/7227
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Legal status of polygamy
Polygamy has declined in the last decade but remains common in West Africa. For example, 33% of women in
Nigeria reported that their husbands have more than one wife (Demographic and Health Survey, 2013). This very old
practice is essentially recognized under customary law and/or religious practices. In most West African countries,
_ polygamy is also recognized and regulated by the civil law that allows a man to marry up to four women under certain
conditions, including the financial capacity to support multiple wives and families. In practice, a polygamous union
is in most cases limited to two women per couple. Six West African countries have civil codes that formally prohibit
polygamy (Benin, Cabo Verde, Céte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea and Nigeria) but legal restrictions are rarely enforced.
Other countries such as Burkina Faso or Togo recognize polygamous unions under modern civil law, but allow
couples or men to choose between a monogamous or polygamous union (Chad, Mali and Senegal). In some countries
such as Mauritania, a man is only allowed to marry a new woman with the consent of his existing spouse/s
https://“ww.oecd.org/swac/maps/’??—polygamv—remains%20common—West—Africa.pdf
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Female genital mutilation
Female genital mutilation (FGM) is mostly carried out on young girls between infancy and adolescence, and
occasionally on adult women. According to available data from 30 countries where FGM is practiced in the western,
eastern, and north-eastern regions of Africa, and some countries in the Middle East and Asia, more than 200 million
girls and women alive today have been subjected to the practice with more than 3 million girls estimated to be at risk
of FGM annually. FGM is therefore of global concern.
The reasons why FGM is performed vary from one region to another as well as over time and include a mix of
sociocultural factors within families and communities.
Where FGM is a social convention (social norm), the social pressure to conform to what others do and have been
doing, as well as the need to be accepted socially and the fear of being rejected by the community, are strong
motivations to perpetuate the practice.
FGM is often considered a necessary part of raising a girl, and a way to prepare her for adulthood and marriage. This
can include controlling her sexuality to promote premarital virginity and marital fidelity.
Some people believe that the practice has religious support, although no religious scripts prescribe the practice.
Religious leaders take varying positions with regard to FGM, with some contributing to its abandonment.
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation
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The Forgotten And Ongoing Persecution Of African Albinos

In some areas of sub-Saharan Africa, albinos suffer tremendous persecution, they are considered the bearers of bad
luck, and are called zeru zeru in Swahili, or “ghost people.” In other areas, however, the spread of sorcerers and
healers has propagated myths such as the superstition that people with albinism are endowed with magical powers,
with body parts that would bring good luck and success. Therefore, these people are, on the one hand, killed and
tortured because they are considered bearers of bad luck — from 2014 to 2019, 150 people with albinism were reported
killed just in Malawi — and on the other hand, are simultaneously mutilated or raped (because of the belief that sexual
intercourse with 2 woman with albinism can cure sexually transmitted diseases such as A.LD.S.). Kakmeni Wembou
Raphael, head of the Cameroon Association for the Promotion of the Albino, told Anadolu Agency that albino
children grow up fearing the discrimination and kidnappings that are very common in Cameroon. Kidnapped albinos
can be sold on the black market for 15 to 30 dollars.

Attacks on people with albinism have decreased in recent years, and protections have minorly improved. Attendees
at the January 2018 African Union Summit held in Addis Ababa supplemented the 1981 African Charter on Human
and Peoples’ Rights by adopting a new Protocol on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, requiring states which
have signed it to eliminate any violation of disabled people’s rights, and for the first time, 12 people were convicted
for the murder of a boy with albinism on April 29th, 2022. ...Still, people with albinism remain in fear.
https://theowp.org/the—forgotten—and-ong0ing-persecution-of—african—albinos/
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